‘!I‘:].Uln&lly housed in & small thaitached building, Fhitegate Zchool was al one

‘ s,a,mc maintaind by Loyd Delamere Today, the school ig housed in a fine, modern
structure, recently altercd and improved, and is now officially Whitegate Church of
England (Aided) School. With this status, the Church msinbains its interest in
the ‘school snd is respomsible for the oubtside building and poys half tie cost of
the recent improvements, . There are now shout L ohildren daily poing vo the
school; wrs. A. ¢'Neill is the hesdmistress and Mrs. G. Arthurson the infant

teacher,

Reading through the Log of the school, from 1873, it scon becomes apparent that
there was through the years, a constant batile between tiep demands of farm work at
home and the need for aducation, On March 20th, 1873, we read, 1. boys were:
away from school doing farm' work August 20th the game years, six boys awrsy for
the same reason, on:March: 515!: 1876 there is an entry “Attendance falling off
in eonsequence of potato planting time®, Spring and Sumer each year relentlessly
took the children iaydy from their school work and there is a2 constent report to the
Attendance Officersiiwho regularly visited the school to see how the scholars weves
abtending. It comée ag the end of an almost personal batttle to read an entry,
 many, maRy years later "Attendance Officer called - Nothing to report.”  Outbresks
of various disesses also closed the school upon occesions and in 188?..., the school
. wag closed for three months from Seplember to FHovember, and in consequence, there
was no Christmas” hollday break that yeor. Another three months break occurmd
from April to July 1886 when a new building sew the officid start of the Mixed
dchool, the girls having been: taught until then in the bsilding next door, now the
home of ¥r. and Mre. J. Dgan, Weather also played a part in the school
attendance battle; blizzerds and impassable roads in the winter and unbearsbly hot
"~ clagsrooms in the summer, . Various social activities, also -~ Ovejy May Day,
¥ale Royal fete, Methodist oubings -~ affected the nunbers =nd zometimes the T ttle
was temporarily called off ond an official holiday aeclwred far bomé imporbant event,

The follmﬁ.w are some rundom entries in the School log:

July 23rd 187k, Sunmary of the Inmpecﬁorf«' report on the school:
"The restlt of examinetiin in reading and writing are fairly
satigfactory. In Arithmetic nearly every boy failed, This
subjeet must receive far more altention during the current

ye&xl‘ "

Juky 29th and 30th. Two holn.days on account of a febe in Vale Royal Park
for the Restoration of hitegate Churd . 5
July % th, 1886. ‘ﬁfhitegate Mixed School, Staff: Thowas Simonson Certificated
Master, Mrs. Hewnan, mistress.
School resumed work after an interval of three months in the new
building on Monday July 26th 1886, The viecar opened the school by
giving a short address to the children, and prayers. All the
_ managers were present, Scihool commenced work under the new
arrangement, master taking upper standamds end the mistress Standerd
1 and 11 and Infants., Several scholars have left and gone to
v another school owing teo the prolonged holidey.

August 22nd, 1886. Attendance continues satisfactory. Average over 100.

}‘*{ay 8th, 1888 The impresgzicn has been a.‘broa& 1&%@131 that the fourth child of a
family comes free %o school.. This is not so bubta redued on of
pence is made, However on it being known thatiithe fourth child was
not free, bub.must pay 1ld., instead of the usual fee of 3d,, two parents
must needs take their children away sgein until 5 yrs, old, though
perfectly sble to come to school.




-

l?th April, 1896  Half holiday on account of the wedding of the Hon.liiss Cholmondelay .

i‘une 20%h 1902. Arrvangements made for the Coronation fegtivities. Each ehild will
be presented with 2 medal and illyminated cerd from the District Counecil.

. Tn the afternoon they will be & lowed access to Vale Royal Park for games and

i pagtimes until 5 o*clock when tea will be srovided in the schoolroom for the
children and old folk. = The rest of the evem_ng will be spent in the Park

with sports and fireworks. At the close each child will reeeive a coronation

} mg as a souveniyr fron Lady Delamere eand tike Hon, Mrs. Cholmondeley.

Peb, 6th, 1903. There has been a lot of “"toothashe" amongst the children this week,

which has affected the attendance. The Distriet Nurse called yesterday,
and, with the kind permissicn of her Committee, she was allowed to take several
ohildren to NWorthwich for free treatment by their dentist.

f‘eb 13%h, 1903. *Poothache™ seems to have been on the increase this week and the
i District Nurse was kindly permitted to take another batch to the Dentist this
afternoon,

i((W‘.. 13th, 1903, The attendance has gone down again this week. The first ¢laoss
boys have been "beating" game,

Bot 2, 191, The Girls are making mittelds and the boys tobacco and match c-ses for
: the soldiersg 2t the front,

3ct0’ber 16th A case conbaining 135 walterproof tobacco pouches filled with pipes,

. tobacco 2nd matches or cigarettes and matches, and 25 pairs of woollen mittens

wras Poruorded to the Cheshire Regiment now at the fronib,

560 7+h 1914 The children of this school have today forwarded to the:Cheshire Regh.at

{ the front the Tollowing: 32 hody belts; 10 pairs of cufls; 15 prs. mittens

| 4 prs. socks; 3 %cbacco pipies; 3 ozs. tobacco; 25 pkts. cigarebtes; 1 large
‘hox mince pies; 1 muffier and L bars of chocolate. (lafany more throughout the
war years.)

l’un 20th,1916 The children todsy picked a hamper of fox glove leaves™ which has been |
forwarded to the Manchester Druggists Association for the purpdse of preparing
a very necessary antiseptic drug which used %o be purchased from Germany,

iept 18th, 1918 A half holiday was given this aftermoon. Pte.G.Lewis who left this
school in 1912 being presented at the school with theD C.}L. and .M. Medals by
Gol. Coocke, also with £100 War Savings Certificates and a gold wvatch.

act th, 1918 . The older children were taken out to gather 'bla.ck‘bemes. 331bs.
were gathered and sent to Manchester.

ﬁay 5th, 1920 School closed this afternoon to allow children to attend a large circus
- and menagerie at Over.

}'une 16th 1922, A collect.x.on made by the children for the Winsford Infirmary pound
doy tomorrow reelised 84 Ibs. of goods, 56 eggs and 6d.

i{a.y 7th, 1924. Board of Bducation report ~ The excellent arrangement made for the

3 scholars mid day meal are to be mentioned with praise, For 10d, per week
dquring most of the year nourishing wmeals are provided, prepared by the
school carebaker. A benefactor has given moterial f‘or table clokhs vith
which to cover the desks, enamel ware, spoons, etc. The meals terefore,
are eaten with more attenti n to training in social manners and comfort
than is customory in the ordinary rural school at mid day. Other friends
assist the enterprise with gifts whieh prevent any pronounced deficit.



Dec. 17th, 1930

Feb. 6th, 1931

Jan 31st. 1940

Feb. 1s.

Nov, 29th, 1940

Jan. 2lst. 1949

—Fm

The Children gave a Christmas play entitled "The Crow
of the Year" in the Village Hell, leadow Bank, this
evening, the Whitegate children being conveyed to and
from by motor bus.

gehool closed today on account of workmen belng engaged
in the installation of electric light.

severest conditions still prevail.  All the water pipes
at school have burst. We have no supply of water. B8ix
children who presented themselves 2t school were sent home,

Titllage still snowbound. Mo gupplies of water, milk or coal
availsble for school use.

only 58% of the children present today, owing to the severs
and prolonged air raid of the previous night The raid
continued into the early hours of the mornming.

Miss Lewsi and 1res. Towers comnenced dubies in the school
canteen this morming.

Mrs. 8. Moore, who was the school caretaker for 36 years rétired in 1959,

when a presentation was made to her. Miss Lewis has been in charge of
the School canteen since 1940; Mrs. Towers, Mrs, Tomlinson and at present

Mrs, Ogden, have been her helpers. Mrg, Woolley succeeded MMrs. Moore as

the caretnker,
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. IRISTWAS TRER AT THE SCHOOL.

dren spent & happy time in the school on

... With her characteristic generosity the
eley (Abboti's Moss) gave a Christmas
b wag erected in the school and loaded with all
“good things dear 1o the hearts of children.
x was accompanied by her two. daughters, ==

na Mrs. Hibberts, whilst the Rev.H.G. .

rd were also present. About 100 children .
ned, Mr. P. Pervival (Worthwich) caterim in =~
ood ‘style. Each of the scholars wasthe
-pregent at the hands of Mrs. Cholmondeley, who
d the contents of the tree amongst: them, .
rwards indulged in ed it was a happy band of
furned to their homes sbout 8.30. Mrs,
so kindly presented each, teacher with a book

T T M A e e g s e

e CHIIDRENS' ENTERTAINMENT,
The amual entertainmert given by the children -of the
Whitegate National School was held of Friddy =4 alarge
~endience filled the schoolroom to withess the efforts of the
- Juveniles, The programme was a varied and lengthy one, an
' ® complete were the arrangements made that every single item
. vas faithfully carried out, and which reflected the highest
! possible ¢redit on Mr. B. Dexter (the headmester) and Mias
Dexter, their tutors. ¥

The second part wes represented by the humorous operetta

"Misfits® or Strange Advenbures in a Wexwork Show, the
. characters in which were charmingly sustained by Marie
* Tomlinson, Alice Heatley, Gladys Lightfoot, ILizze Lightfoot,
-Frances Dunn, Annie Yowers, Constance Clerk, Bert Raobingon,
‘Ralph end George Willismson, W, Dexfer, W. Lewis, G.McFall,
A. Gerrard and T. Copeman. Hiss Dexter ably discharged the
trying dulies of accompanist, Befoe the juveniles

nted they were treated to light refreshments, and each
toy, purchesed at the expense of the
« Jackson officiated a% chairman,
d a prominent part in arranging the .
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¥Mr. G. Shew copled this photo, loaned by Miss Ikin, to show us
members of the Village School, in 1920, with Mr. Forrester Nixon,
Headmaster, !

Father Christmas (Mr. G,W. Leadbeater) has paid his annual visit
tothe children at ti® school, after their Christmas party, 1953. .




'CHESHIRE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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Whitegate's first May King and Queen - Robin
Slater and Dorothy Carter, 1958;

s, Dorothy Copeman, .
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